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Aide Denies Paper’s Policy 
Barred It From Agnew Trip 



By John Hanrahan 

Wuhlngton Poit Staff Wrltar 

The Baltimore Sun said yes- 
terday that Vice President 
Spiro T. Agnew excluded that 
newspaper from sending a re- 
porter with him on his Asian 
trip later this month partly be- 
cause of the newspaper’s edi- 
torial policy. 

The Vice President’s office 
replied that The Sun’s edi- 
torial policy was not a factor. 

The Washington Post also 
was denied one of the 10 press 
scats on the plane that wiii 
carry Agnew on a 22-day trip 
that includes a visit to Viet- 
nam. 

Responding to The Sun’s 
story, Herbert L. Thompson, 
Agnew’s press secretary, said: 

“Certainly this decision had 
nothing to do with the edi- 
torial policy of The Sun. The 
Washington Post was not ex- 
cluded for editorial policy rea- 
sons, either. This whole busi- 
ness of selecting the newsmen 
to accompany the Vice Presi- 
dent has been one big head- 
ache. It’s very difficult to try 
to distinguish between pap- 
ers.” 

No Policy Discussion 

In choosing from among 32 
newspaper, magazine and 
broadcast media applications 
for seats on the plane, Thomp- 



son said that the matter of ed- 
itorial policy or views regard- 
ing Agnew and the Nixon Ad- 
ministration was "never dis- 
cussed” by the Vice President 

“The presence of The New 
York Times” on the trip shows 
that Agnew was not trying to 
select only those newspapers 
that have treated him favor- 
ably, Thompson said. 

Also to accompany Agnew 
are representatives of The Los 
Angeles Times, the Chicago 
Tribune, Hearst newspapers, 
The Associated Press, U.S. 
News and World Report, the 
American Broadcasting Com- 
pany, the National Broadcast- 
ing Company, the Columbia 
Broadcasting System and the 
Washington correspondent for 
a group of Southern newspa- 
pers, including the Nashville 
Banner, the Jackson (Miss.) 
Daily News and the Greenville 
(S.C.) News. No Washington 
newspaper will be repre- 
sented. 

“Personal Choice” 

Frank van der Linden, cor- 
respondent for the Southern 
papers, was “a personal 
choice” of Agnew’s to make 
the trip, Thompson said. 

Also "personally invited” to 
accompany the Vice President 
was William Randolph Hearst 
Jr M chairman and director of 



the Hearst Corporation. 
Hearst declined the invitation 
and assigned another news- 
man to make the trip, Thomp- 
son said. 

In each case, Thompson 
said, the newspaper, magazine 
or network is to pay its own 
way at a rate slightly higher 
than commerical airlines’ 
rates. Had Hearst decided to 
go, he too, would have had to 
pay his own way, Thompson 
added. 

In addition to The Washing- 
ton Post and The Baltimore 
Sun, other applications re- 
jected were from The Chris- 
tian Science Monitor, Time 
Magazine, the Cleveland 
Plain-Dealer and Ridder News- 
papers, Thompson said. 

Many other large news oper- 
ations did not apply— includ- 
ing Newsweek, United Press 
International, The Washing- 
Daily News and other Scripps 
Howard newspapers. Knight 
newspapers. The St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch and the Balti- 
more News- American, a Hearst 
newspaper, he added. 



Thompson said The Wash- 
ington Post had been rejected 
because of Agnew’s effort to 
get geographical representa- 
tion, as well as to include rep- 
representatives of as many 



newspaper chains and wire 
services as possible to insure 
maximum coverage nation- 
wide. 

Since The Washingto Post 
operates a joint wire service 
with the Los Angeles Times, 
the Times’ representative will 
“take care of The Post, he 
said. To have chosen The Post, 
Thompson said, would have 
meant that two eastern papers 
would have been represented 
and none from the West 
Coast 

After Washington Post edi- 
tors protested that The Post 
and The Times cover news in- 
dependently, and that The 
Post’s deadlines are three 
hours ahead of the West Coast 
paper’s time cycle anyway, 
Thompson said he had talked 
with Times bureau people who 
said they would "take the mat- 
ter up with top management” 
to see if they could accommo- 
date The Post’s deadlines. 



In its story yesterday, The 
Sun quoted Thompson as say- 
ing: "To be quite honest, he 
(Agnew) doesn’t like the Sun. 

"He feels he’s been banged 
around quite a bit, especially 
since April 11.” 

This was an apparent refer- 
ence to The Sun’s April 11, 
1968, editorial. It took Agnew 
to task for his handling of a 
meeting in which he criticized 
Negro moderates for failing to 
repudiate “inflammatory state- 
ments” by black militants . 
prior to Baltimore rioting in 
1988. 

The Sun further quoted 
Thompson yesterday: 
"Editorially, they (The Sun) 
don’t like Mr. Agnew and 
make it clear in their edi- 
torials. It hurts him. He feels 
he is a home town boy and 
instead of taking pride in him, 
it (The Sun) acts like it is ; 
ashamed of him. He’s not go- • 
ing out of his way to do some- : 



Geographic Factor 



Sun's Account 




